
The years 2017-2023

Maria Dimou initiated and completed several projects with focus on Education. She:

• chaired the CERN Academic Training Committee (ATC). From the beginning of her

ATC membership, she sponsored or proposed more than 50 lecture series. Site

(React and Django technology) is https://academictraining.cern.ch (https://

academictraining.cern.ch)

• sponsored “Terra Incognita” talks, to cultivate cross-group collaboration. Index until

2021 https://indico.cern.ch/category/11108/ (https://indico.cern.ch/category/11108/) and earlier

index https://indico.cern.ch/category/2254/ (https://indico.cern.ch/category/2254/)

• initiated the IT e-learning project, which produced 57 videos in the CERN Document

Server (CDS) https://cds.cern.ch/collection/E-learning modules (https://cds.cern.ch/

collection/E-learning%20modules)

• Sponsored several Usability studies, all results indexed in https://indico.cern.ch/

category/7442/ (https://indico.cern.ch/category/7442/), together with other (137 in total) related

events, presentations, tests, rehearsals, recordings.

• Co-chaired the Documentation Project, in the framework of MAlt (Microsoft

Alternatives), which achieved the acceptance of Markdown for writing IT services’

documentation and the adoption of URL format service.docs.cern.ch.

• Actively participated and co-edited the CERN IT Education Strategy document, not

pursued by the management for completion.

• Invested 2 years of intense effort with documents, presentations, tests and Proof-of-

Concept projects, to support and engage CERN in Sir Tim Berners-Lee Solid. All info

on this effort can be found in http://solid.cern.ch (http://solid.cern.ch). CERN didn’t pursue

this project.

• Evaluated automatic transcription tools and documented the selection process.

• Actively participated in the CERN Women In Technology (WIT) activities, including

interviewing Tanya Levshina - computer scientist from Fermilab, Noor Afshan Fathima

- IT accessibility expert, Dana Moshkovitz Aaronson - theoretical computer scientist,

and Mookie Menuhin - pianist and neuroscientist. These interviews are indexed in

https://indico.cern.ch/category/8115/ (https://indico.cern.ch/category/8115/)

• Defined Key Performance Indicators for measurement of the team’s achievements in

numbers of Talks, Presentations, Web pages/sites and other learning activities. The

document https://codimd.web.cern.ch/u25k6j-mTQSLPKOuxwhPlw# (https://

codimd.web.cern.ch/u25k6j-mTQSLPKOuxwhPlw#) is public and the figures are private in

gitlab.cern.ch (http://gitlab.cern.ch).
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These projects, and several others, were possible, largely thanks to the enthusiasm and

professionalism of a few BSc and MSc Computer Science students, most of whom worked

free-of-charge or for the “symbolic” internship fee. Their names are not disclosed here, for

privacy reasons but they can be seen on the Indico events listed above.

Maria Dimou wrote about 160 CodiMD notes, multiple userguides in Markdown, about 450

twiki pages, chaired and presented in hundreds of events during this period. She created

several web sites, all with Open Source technologies. She also has a great amount of web

pages, written in HTML and stored in Afs.

Most of the above is going to be erased by the current CERN IT policies, it is doubtful that

Jekyll, Hugo, Drupal, Afs web sites will survive to still prove this work.

This is why, in no particular order, a very small subset of screenshots show the look and

feel of those sites.
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The Educational Materials Catalogue

Site https://cern.ch/it-edu (https://cern.ch/it-edu)

This site was born in the period 02-06/2023 to hold CERN IT info of Educational nature.

Dozens of pages were written by Audrey Martelly (intern) and Maria Dimou (supervisor).

Here are some example screenshots in case the site is closed:
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Catalogue page examples
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Academic Training

End product https://academictraining.cern.ch/ (https://academictraining.cern.ch/)

Progress reports https://indico.cern.ch/event/1136720/ (https://indico.cern.ch/event/1136720/)

Multiple presentations to stake holders are in restricted-access Indico category “Academic

Training Committee”.

Some screenshots:
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User-stories’ based service site

Site: https://cern.ch/it-dep-cda (https://cern.ch/it-dep-cda)

Service catalogue
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Example of service page

With service summary and contact and individual service-related image.
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IT e-learning

VideoLibrary

Site: https://twiki.cern.ch/Edutech/VideoLibrary (https://twiki.cern.ch/Edutech/VideoLibrary)
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eoLibrary
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CDS view - same e-learning videos

eoLibrary

AVEditor

The years 2017-2023 - CodiMD file:///home/maria/Downloads/The%20years%202017-...

18 of 28 4/22/24, 09:54



Slides project

Web-based slide maker. Site: https://cern.ch/slides (https://cern.ch/slides) (requires CERN

login)

Slides’ documentation

Site: https://slides.docs.cern.ch (https://slides.docs.cern.ch)
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Slides’ documentation for admins

Site: https://slides-admin.cern.ch (https://slides-admin.cern.ch)
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Theses supervised

• Alexandre Racine on e-learning techniques

• Jan Schill on the Solid project Proof of Concept

• Theo Meyer on the Solid Open Source server evaluation

• Aristofanis Chionis on web-based slides

• Franciska-Leonora Toeroek on the Academic Training web site

Their thesis reports are available on https://cds.cern.ch (https://cds.cern.ch)
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Index of project proposals for students

This is Drupal site https://it-student-projects.web.cern.ch/projects/ongoing-accomplished

(https://it-student-projects.web.cern.ch/projects/ongoing-accomplished), which will disappear probably

soon. Here are some screenshots, although each project entry contained rich Definition,

Resources and Outcome information.
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